
The 60th anniversary and the signing of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) was commemorated by the bor-

ough of Enfield on Monday 9th March 2009. 

The free event held at Enfield Civic Centre 

was jointly organised by Enfield Racial Equal-

ity Council, Enfield Council and Enfield and 

the Barnets United Nations Association. 

 

A rapt audience, which included Enfield 

Councillors and EREC members witnessed 

the signing of a copy of the Universal Decla-

ration of Human Rights by Cllr Jon Kaye.   
 

David Wardrop from the UK United Na-
tions Association explained the history be-
hind the UDHR and gave an intense account 
of the final hour leading up to the signing of 
the document on 10th December 1948 in 
Paris. He said òIt is very special to sign 

this document in Enfield, because this 
is a copy of the original document 
which was designed in Enfield.  There-
fore it is very important that this docu-
ment has come home tonightó.  
 

Mr Wardrop continued to describe how 

the Universal Declaration was a landmark 

response to the horrors of World War II. 

It demanded that everyone worldwide be 

treated equally, with dignity and respect 

and without discrimination. As well as 

being the most translated document in the 

world and could be found in over 350 

languages.   
 

The evenings programme included ERECõs 

Strategic Race Forum which hosted a 

presentation on the ôHuman Rights Actõ. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Enfield Celebrates Human Rights Anniversary 

Photographs from the 
Human Rights 60th 
Anniversary Event, 
held at the Civic    
Centre, Enfield.  

 
More pictures inside. 
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Enfield Hate Crime Forum 03/06/09 

Bevin Betton, EREC Chair stated, òHuman 

rights are not just a matter of great declara-

tions and fine words from governments.  If 

not implemented in everyday life they mean 

nothing.  That is why it is particularly appro-

priate for Enfield Racial Equality Council to 

be taking part in this event today.  For thirty 

years ð half the lifetime of the Universal 

Declaration ð we have been seeking to make 

a reality of human rights, particularly for 

black and minority ethnic citizens, in En-

fieldó.   

Guest speaker Joshua Castellino, Professor of 

Law at Middlesex University explained how the 

most important achievement of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights was the basis it 

created for human rights as a legal principle. He 

described how today there were many chal-

lenges including: 

Sacrificing human rights to the demands 

of the òwar on terroró 

 Lack of access to law worldwide for many 

deprived of their human rights. 

Continuing discrimination as regards culture, 

gender and ethnicity 

Failure to protect the rights of the vulnerable, 

especially refugees, children and trafficked 

women 
 

The Strategic Race Forum ended with a panel dis-

cussion. The audience agreed that Human Rights 

should be taught in all schools. As well as agreeing 

that the Declaration should be displayed promi-

nently in public places around the world, such as in 

the NHS, local authority buildings, schools, colleges 

and universities.  

The newly-signed Declaration will be displayed at 

the Civic Centre next to the mosaic plaque (which 

already marks World Human Rights Day) as a lasting 

record of the Councilõs commitment to its princi-

ples. For more information about the UDHR go to  

www.equalityhumanrights.com  

Photographs 
from the Human 

Rights 60th 
Anniversary 
Event. Bevin 
Betton EREC 

Chair and copy 
of signed UDHR 
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The next forum is Wednesday 3 rd June 
2009 at 6.15pm, Room 1, Community 
House, 311 Fore Street, Edmonton, London, 
N9 0PZ and will be looking at how far we 
have come since the McPherson inquiry that 
was published ten years ago following the 
death of Stephen Lawrence.  
 
The Borough Commander and the Commu-
nity Safety lead member will update the  

forum on the steps taken and describe how 
they have worked to implement the recom-
mendations of the inquiry. This is a chance 
for local community members to have face 
to face communication on how race related 
crime in Enfield is dealt with. 
 
For further information and to book please 
contact Suj Ponnampalam on 020 8379 
6137 or  
sujeevan.ponnampalam@enfield.gov.uk  
by 29/05/09. 


